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THE NEW THEOLOGY 


The main speaker at the Three Self Second Anniversary service in Wuhan on 
Sept. 23, 1952, was a non-Christian, a Government Forestry official, Chen Ming-shu. His 
address was printed in the Hankow church magazine, Pear ch, with a commenda- 
tory introduction by the editor, Prof. Hsieh Shou - l ormer Nanking and the 
Lutheran Seminaries), in November and December. It is no — of course, to know 
that Communists have the viewpoint represented below, but that a Christian magazine 
should print it without a word of dissent is indeed surprising. 


‘1 am a common man come to discuss with you the duties that confront the 
Christian Church at this time. What I have to say concerns not only the Christians, but 


generally speaking all religious groups. 


The purpose of all religion is to liberate man and lead him into the way of 
doing ees By his good works man is respected in society and will have much influence. 
Great leaders will find it difficult to exterminate him or his influence, so they will turn 
about and use him. He thus comes to serve the powers that exist. For that reason Marx 


- des said that ‘Religion is the opiate of the people. 


The founding of a religion and its ultimate usefulness are two different things. 
Buddhism began as a religion of the common masses, because in India the laboring people 
had been oppressed. Sakyamuni founded Buddhism in opposition to the Brahmins. 
Because the Brahmins could not exterminate the masses, they turned over and used them. 
Likewise when Buddhism came to China, the ruling powers opposed it because Buddhism 
had won the respect of the people for its opposition to the shedding of blood. They were 
respected for their hospitality and generosity, and by and by the people became anesthe- 
ticized to it, and eventually Buddhism was taken over by the emperors. Thus its original 
or to equality and its opposition to oppression have been lost in its subservience to 
eudalism. 


The same has happened in Christisnity. It was born when the masses were 
being oppressed by the Roman Empire. In the confusion that followed, the church became 
the tool of the nations. Though the latter were enemies of the church, they could not 
crush it. But under Charlemagne of the Franks, the church became a feudalistic power 
controlling the lives of men. 


„Now the capitalists are using the church to oppress workers and farmers, — 
making the masses serve the bourgeoisie. They have taken Jesus’ statement in Mt 11:28 
and turned it to themselves and so anesthetize the people. 


The above facts are common to all countries, but in China it is different. 

When Christianity was brought to China, it was to an undeveloped society. Shipping in- 
creased when it was discovered that China was an untouched storehouse. Other countries 
began colonial aggression. They came first with obeisance and gifts for the emperors. 
But as they came to understand China, they changed their tactics. As Marx has said, they 
came from the West in armed ships, - bringing opium and Christianity. Following this 
——— many unequal treaties were entered into with the West, and China was anes- 
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After liberation, since the Communists are atheists, there were those wo i 
; thought that religions were finished. Others, because they believed that the thinking of 
1 Marx, Lenin and Mao Tse-tung are the only truth, felt that their thinking would take the W 


place of religion. These ideas are hardly correct. 


“It is true that Communism is atheistic, but they have laid hold on the history 
of materialism. They understand how religion came into being, and what keeps it alive, 
namely, that man does not understand nature. And because he does not understand nature 
he cannot control it. Man still lives in a society of classes, rich and poor, but he does not 
know the reason for these divisions. He does not understand his own power to control and 
change society. For this reason he does not understand nature, and so is convinced that 
God controls it. And he prays to that God. But man really is able to control nature, and 
do away with the divisions in society. Man can direct society in the way he wishes it to 
go. When man comes to recognize that he has this power, he will turn from his depend- 
ence upon God to dependence on his own ability and his own work. When man comes to 
this stage, religion is finished. Religion will then give place to creative idealism and 
materialism. 


This is very evident. Humanity will understand it. They will not seek an 

invisible heaven, but the heaven that is on earth now. For example, prior to Land 
Reform, the farmers had been worshipping idols for generations, but received no bene- 
| fits. Their life was no different from that of their cattle or their horses. But when the t 
Communists and Mao Tse-tung came they destroyed the landlords, the land was divided, l 
and the living conditions of the farmers were improved. How can you now prevent them 
from tearing down the picture of the kitchen god and putting up the picture of President 
Mao Tse-tung in its place? And there are other progressive improvements like control 
of the wild Huai River by the people living on its banks. Now under the leadership of 
Mao Tse-tung they control by their own power. The people cannot but realize that they 
have the power to change their fate. People who formerly worshipped the river gods now 
control the rivers themselves. The Chingkiang Fen Hung water basin in Hupeh has 
changed the viewpoint of the —s living along the Yangtse River. They now know the 
difference between the Decree of Heaven and man’s own power. 


The wisdom of man has fallen behind and he is not able to control nature. 
Capitalism and feudalism hold sway and religion cannot be blotted out of society. 

| Communism recognizes this fact, but it is unwilling to forcibly wipe out religion. There- 
fore the people’s democracies have decided to protect religion. But man also has the YQ 
. right to denounce and oppose religion. This is clearly guaranteed in the Common — 
Programme. 


Jam a Buddhist. Since liberation I have constantly summoned the Buddhists 

of China, and all who believe in Buddhism, to recognize the struggle for liberation under 

the leadership of President Mao. We should support President Mao and the Communist } 
Party with the same zeal with which we have worshipped Sakyamuni. 


we 


“You followers of Jesus Christ, who was a great revolutionist, you ought to 
follow in the love, justice, and equity of Jesus Christ, that the oppressed masses might 
be set free, that they might be blessed, and thus come to support this great victory, 
which is indeed reconciled to Christianity, but which far excels the teachings of 
Christianity. 


DECEMBER HSIEH CHIN 


The December number of Hsieh Chin is given over largely to Sino-Soviet rela- 
tions, no less than 40 of its 56 pages being given to that subject. There are several arti- 
cles on various aspects of Russia's peace movement, several on Russia's contribution to 
Chinese reconstruction, especially through technical assistance, and several articles on 
religion in China. Five of the remaining pages are given to two articles by Lingnan staff 
members, one by Ch'in Kuang-yu, of the Medical School, and the other by Wang Li, Dean 
of Arts. These simply — — the charges that we are already familiar with. n there 
is a four page article by Chang I-fan on The Christian Church in Hunan Dur ing the Past 
Two Years. This article will be summarized in the next issue. 


Church News is given four pages, about one third of which is devoted to foreign 
news. The action of the Federation for Social Action, which is wrongly described as of- 
ficially sy Seay the Methodist Church, in condemning the a of American 
troops in Korea, is given prominence. A paragraph condemns Moral Rearmament as a 
reactionary organization, which consorts with such criminals as Chen Li-fu. The main 
items in the domestic church news are given elsewhere in this Bulletin. ! 
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} “WHITE RUSSIANS IN CHINA 
th The World Council of Churches and the Lutheran World Federation which . 


ate a joint service to refugees in Hongkong, have during the past six months assisted 300 
White Russians to leave China and resettle in Australia, Brazil, and other places, and now 
have further visaes for 500 more refugees, according to Mr. K.L. Stumpf, director of the 
Hongkong office of these organizations. Mr. Stumpf was formerly pastor of the German 
Lutheran Church in Shanghai. He reports that his office receives some 2,000 letters 
every month from White Russians in China. He estimates that there are 18,000 foreign 
refugees in China, almost all of whom are in economic distress, and wish to resettle 
somewhere else in the world. 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


Two of the four Presbyterian (USA) missionaries under house arrest in Hoihow, 
Hainan, have now arrived in Hongkong, according to a cable of Jan. 23. Dr. Esther M. 
Morse and Miss Caroline McCreery have arrived in Hongkong safely. Dr. and Mrs. 
Bercovitz are still in Hainan. 


Mr. A. C. Preedy, of Sining, Tsinghai, and Mrs. R. A. Mathews, of Sining, with 
three year old daughter, were expected in Hongkong shortly, 1 to a Hongkong 
letter of Jan. 19. Mr. Mathews and Dr. Rupert M. Clarke are still in Sining. 


It is reported that there are still about 750 Catholic missionaries left in China. 


Dr. and Mrs. Ralph Mortenson of Shanghai arrived in Hongkong on January 26, 
both in good healtu. Dr. Mortenson, formerly with the Lutheran Board of Missions of the 
Lutheran Free Church in Hankow, has since 1944 been Secretary of the American Bible 
Society. Other Lutheran missionaries still in China are the Rev. Paul Mackensen, ar- 
rested in Tsingtao on March 7, 1952, and not heard from since, the Rev. Paivo Parviainen 
of the Finnish Missionary Society in Tayung, Hunan, and Miss Ellen Nielsen of the Danish 
Mission Society, at Takushan, Manchuria. 


CHURCH NEWS 


| In 1951 the Christian Literature Society in Shanghai announced a sermon and 
. #evotional essay contest. More than 350 manuscripts have been received, from which 31 
have — selected and published in one volume under the title of Showers of Blessing. 


Y. T. Wu is now a member of the Executive Committee of the World Peace 
Movement. 


A graduate of the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Hongkong of two years ago 
went back to China immediately following graduation. There were letters from him indi- 
cating that he could not sanction what he found going on in the Christian church. In 
November a letter from the interior arrived in Hongkong, saying simply that this man 
“‘ssu liao - is dead. 


In the Dec. 11, 1951 Bulletin we reported another graduate of the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary, John Kung (K’ung Yoh-hang), who had gone back to China and 
written an article condemning the Seminary and the Lutheran missionaries. He has now 
written to Hongkong try to procure a Russian Bible, as he plans to go to Russia to 
preach there. A Bible in Russian is evidently not procurable in Peking. 


The Dec. 15, 1952 Bulletin reported the removal of the Huang Ni Kang inde- 
gy church to Han Chia Hsiang in Nanking, and its reorganization. Tien Feng for 
e. 6 reports that this church has organized a nursery for children up to nine years of 
age, where mothers may leave their children during the worship service. 


Hsiung Chen-p’ei, the Three-self Chairman for Canton, presided at a meeting 
there to welcome Y. T. when he visited Canton during December. Others taking part 
in the meeting were Chao Kuang-hai, K’uang Ning-fa, Wang I-tun, and Lin Chin-ju 
(YWCA). In his response to their welcome, Y.T. Wu indicated that the Canton churches 
had not carried through on their “‘accusation’’ work very thoroughly. 


A political study institute for church workers was held in Foochow beginni 
Nov. 22. It was to last two months. Bishop Michael Chang was Chairman, and Jimmy Ding, 
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